ROADS, (IRELAND). 


REPORT on the Southern District in Ireland-, 
containing a Statement of the Progress made on the 
several Roads carried on at the Public Expense in 
that District, under the Orders of His Excellency 
The Lord Lieutenant. 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 10 April 1829. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD FRANCIS LEVESON GOWER, 

&c. &c. & c. 

My Lord, 

XJ EREWITH I have the honour to submit to you, for the information of 
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a General Statement of the Amount 
expended by me on the Public Works in the Southern District in Ireland, during 
the year 1828 ; and in addition, I think it my duty to describe the progress that has 
been made towards the completion of the several Roads that have been commenced 
under my direction in that District since the year 1823. 

As already stated by me in former Reports, the Southern District comprehends 
the counties of Cork, Limerick and Kerry ; and the Public Roads which I have 
commenced in it, by order of the Irish Government, have been confined to moun- 
tainous and uncultivated tracts, hitherto inaccessible, or nearly so, and which, in 
periods of disturbance, had been the rendezvous and asylum of rebels, murderers 
and robbers. 

The principal District of the kind through which Roads have been made, is 
bounded on the north by the river Shannon; on the south, by the river Blackwater; 
on the west, by the fertile country extending from Tarbert, on the river Shannon, 
by Listowel and Castle-island, to Killarney, in the county of Kerry; and on the 
east, by a line drawn from Foynes, on the river Shannon, in a southern direction, 
by Newcastle to the river Blackwater, near the town of Kanturk, in the county of 
Cork. The extent of hilly country comprehended within the above-mentioned 

its amounts to upwards of 900 square miles, in the interior of which there 
« but one small village, called Abbeyfeale, and no resident landed proprietor or 
Protestant clergyman. 

The District is hilly, but not mountainous ; the surface is generally of a moory 
or c ayey nature, which is easily fertilized when cultivated and manured with lime. 
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The inhabitants, who in some parts are very numerous, are poor, ignorant, and 
in many cases of turbulent habits and manners. 

This District had formerly been the seat of the rebellion of the Earl of Desmond 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and it is remarkable that the only passes ever 
made through it, were effected at the instance and expense of the British Govern- 
ment immediately subsequent to that rebellion. 

These passes, or Roads, were laid out in straight lines, without any reference to 
the nature of the country, and ran directly over hill and valley from one military 
point to another. In many cases the inclination in ascending the hills amounted to 
one foot perpendicular, to four feet horizontal, and an ascent of one foot in six feet 
was a common occurrence ; this circumstance, together with the very imperfect 
manner in which the bridges had been built, was the cause of these Roads being 
neglected by the Grand J uries of the surrounding counties ; and in consequence, 
during the White Boy insurrection in the year 1821, there was no Road in the 
District passable for horsemen in wet weather. 

It now becomes my pleasing task to describe the improvements which have been 
effected since the month of September 1 822, when I first commenced laying out the 
new Roads through this neglected District. The object of the Government was 
to open the country so as to render it generally accessible, and for this purpose three 
main lines of new Road were determined on:— one to run nearly in a north and 
south direction, from the village of Newmarket, in the county of Cork, to Listowel, 
in the county of Kerry, a distance of 32 miles ; a second, at right angles to 
the first, and nearly in an east and west direction, from Newcastle, in the countv of 
Limerick, by the small village of Abbeyfeale, to the town of Castle-island, in the 
county of Kerry, a distance of 29 miles ; and a third, also in an east and west 
direction, 20 miles to the south of the second, from Newmarket, in the county of 
Cork, for a length of 14 miles towards Charle.ville, in the same county, making a 
total of 75 ^ miles of new Road. • 

With the exception of eight miles at the northern or Listowel extremity of the 
first-mentioned Road, the whole of these new Roads have been completed, and are 
now open to the Public, some parts for three years, and some for two years; and a 
very considerable improvement has already taken place in the vicinity of the Roads, 
both in the industry of the inhabitants and the appearance of the country. 

At the commencement of the Works, the people flocked to them from all quar- 
ters, seeking employment at any rate which might be offered; their general appear- 
ance bespoke extreme poverty, their looks were haggard, and their clothing wretched; 
they rarely possessed any tools or implements of husbandry beyond a very small ill- 
made spade, and as might be expected under such circumstances, nearly the whole 
face of the country was unimproved and in a state of nature: but since the com- 
pletion of the Roads, rapid strides have been made towards cultivation and improve- 
ment; upwards of sixty new lime-kilns have been built for the purpose of burning 
lime for agriculture within the last two years ;. carts, ploughs and harrows of supe- 
rior construction, and other agricultural implements, have become common ; new 
houses of a better class have been built, or are building in great numbers in the 
vicinity of the new Roads, and also in the villages of Newmarket, Castle-island, and 
Abbeyfeale; new enclosures of mountain farms are being made in every direction; 
and this country, which within the last seven years was the theatre of lawless 
outrage, and residence of what might be termed the rebel army, has become per- 
fectly tranquil, and exhibits a scene of industry and exertion at once pleasing and 
remarkable. 

To the credit of the inhabitants, I must say that a large portion of the money 
received by them for labour on the Roads has been husbanded with care, and 
subsequently laid out in building, substantial houses, and in the purchase of cattle 
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and implements of husbandry ; and numerous examples might be adduced of poor 
labourers, possessing neithef 1 MOWey, houses of lands when first employed on the 
public Roads, who within the last year have been able to take farms, build housfes, 
and stock their lands with cows and young cattle, so that in many instances those 
who six years ago were the labouring servants of small farmers, have now become 
more independentthan their former masters. 

The extension Of industry and farming employment among the inhabitants has 
been sensibly felt by me during the last two years, by creating a difficulty in pro- 
curing labourers to work on those parts of the Roads which were not completed. 
At certain periods of the year no price could tempt new landholders to leave their 
farms and in consequence, during the last summer I was obliged to invite strangers 
from considerable distances, and at advanced prices, to work on the Roads, and to 
purchase horses and carts for the transport of stone and materials, as none could 
be procured for hire, every farming horse in the country being most usefully 
employed in drawing lime or limestone to manure the land. 

This circumstance has considerably increased the expense of completing the new 
Roads, and has caused an additional expenditure in maintaining those parts first 
completed as the moment any portion of a Road was open, passages were made 
to join it by the neighbouring farmers, and deep ruts were soon formed by strings 
of loaded lime carts. 

As might be expected from the foregoing statement, the value of land has much 
increased in the interior of the District, and in some cases more than double the 
former rent has been offered by tenants whose leases had expired, and new farms 
have been let at comparatively high rents; but several of the landed proprietors 
have seconded the exertions of their tenants, and have made large allowances for 
permanent improvements, such as building, fencing, draining and liming. 

The advantage of the new Roads has not been confined solely to the improve- 
ment of the interior of the District ; the surrounding fertile country has also been 
materially benefited by the opening level and direct lines of communication through 
the unimproved country to the cities of Cork and Limerick, which are the great 
marts for all kinds of agricultural produce. 

Thus the new Road from Newmarket to Listowel will diminish the distance, by 
a good road between the latter place and the city of Cork, 36 statute miles ; the 
distance between Listowel and Cork by the present Road through Tralee and Kil- 
larney being 102 miles, while by the new Road it is but 66 miles. In the same 
manner the distance by a good Road between Limerick and Killarney will be 
diminished 2gi miles; the present Road by Tarbert and Listowel being 99 miles 
in length, while by the new Road is but 69 £ miles. 

The improvements above described, which are attributable to the new Roads, do 
not extend to the whole of the Mountain District situated between the river 
Shannon and the river Blackwater ; there remains a considerable portion, extending 
northward from the river Blackwater to a line drawn between the towns of Castle- 
island and Newmarket, comprehending an area of about 200 square miles, or 
128,000 acres, in which there is no Road passable for horsemen during the winter 
months. 

As expressed in a former Report, I have long contemplated the propriety of 
making a Road through this neglected District, and of opening it to the markets 
of Cork and Mallow. It would complete the principal object for which I was 
sent down to the Southern District, namely, the forming new Roads through those 
Mountains, and rendering them accessible in every part. 

I am of opinion that the proposed Road should commence at Castle-island and 
proceed eastward through the Mountains, and passing through the Collieries of 
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Clonbanin, Drominagh, Dromagh and Coolclough, join the new Road now making 
to Cork through the Bogra Mountains at Clonmeen Bridge, over the River 
Blackwater. 

This Road, if completed, would open a direct communication from Tralee and 
Castle-island to the City of Cork, which is the best market, and would shorten the 
Road between Tralee and Cork 14 statute miles, and between Castle-island and 
Cork 22 miles ; the present distance from Tralee to Cork by Killarney beins 
.76 statute miles, while the proposed Road will be but 62. 

This Road is of the utmost importance to the future improvement of the country 
It would pass through or very close to the whole of the valuable Coal and 
Culm Collieries of the Southern District, and afford an easy communication with 
the surrounding country, many parts of which are in the greatest want of fuel for 
domestic purposes, and for burning lime, the only manure there used for corn 
crops. 

This Road would also produce a most beneficial effect on the agriculture of the 
country through which it passes. There are limestone quarries at both extremities 
and the whole of the intervening country is covered by a stiff cold clay soil, which 
when manured by lime is susceptible of great improvement, and capable of pro- 
ducing excellent crops of oats, potatoes and flax. At present, from want of Roads 
no limestone can be drawn into the country, and consequently the land remains 
unfilled, and the inhabitants are wretched, slothful and discontented. 

For these reasons I should strongly recommend that a Survey be made of the 
proposed line, and that one half of the sum required to complete this Road should 
be defrayed out of the Consolidated Fund under the 1st Geo. IV. c. 81. The length 
of new Road will be about 23 statute miles, and the expense about £. 1 1,000. 

In addition to the Roads already mentioned, several others have been com- 
menced and completed under my direction in different parts of the Southern 
District, viz. 


Road from Skibbereen to the Harbour of Crookhaven, on the south-west Macs. Furlongs, 
coast of the county of Cork ... 

■ - - - . 23 o 

New Road from the City of Limerick by Askeaton to Robertstown, being 
Road* 10 * 1 ° t * ie ^° a< * ^ rom Limerick by Tarbert to Tralee ; length of new 

t , - 19 o 

c lunmeen Bridge over the river Blackwater, through the Bogra 
Mountains, to the City of Cork; part completed by Mr. Griffith - - 14 0 

Road from Macroom, in the county of Cork, to Glenflesk, in the county of 

^ r 19 0 

Road connecting the towns of Bantry and Skibbereen, in the county of Cork 8 0 

New Road into the town of Bandon . 

RO p?er™t ra Rtag t0Wn ° f Cl0nakl “ y ’ in tle co “ nty of Cork . *o the Fishery 
«y 7 cS e al -" S ‘- e Sea : 8h0r . e t0 * ePi<! ' at C ,°”rfMasheny, in 


The situation and importance of the whole of the above-mentioned Roads have 
already been described in my Reports for the years 1823 and 1824; it is therefore 
unnecessary to describe them in this place. I shall only add that their completion 
has given an impetus to agricultural exertion quite unexampled in the mountaipous 
Districts of the South of Ireland, and several have become leading lipes of com- 
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munication between distant parts of the country, particularly the new Road from 
Limerick, by Askeaton, to Tralee, and that from Cork, by Macroom and Glenflesk, 
to Killwney and Kenmare ; this latter Road has reduced the travelling distance 
from Cork to Killarney five miles, and from Cork to Kenmare 1 9 miles. 

The foregoing Statement comprehends the whole of the Roads completed under 
my direction in the Southern District, viz. :• — 

The three Roads first described, situated in the Mountain Tract 1 Mii«. Furlongs, 
between the river Shannon and the river Blackwater ; total l 75 4 

length of new Road - - * * - * -J 

Detached Roads situated in different parts of the Southern District 89 6 

Total length of new Roads completed by Mr. Griffith - - 165 2 


In my Report for the year 1824 , 1 gave it as my opinion, that to complete the 
communication between Tarbert, on the river Shannon, and Skibbereen, on the 
southern coast of the county of Cork, a distance of 84 miles, I should recommend 
the opening of a new line of Road across the mountain ridge which separates Bantry 
Bay from the river Kenmare, over which no Road passable for carriages has yet 
been made. 

From a careful examination of the country, I was enabled to lay out a very 
favourable line for a new Road between the towns of Bantry and Kenmare, which 
I should strongly recommend to his Excellency’s consideration, and that one 
half of the sum required for its completion should be granted out of the Con- 
solidated Fund, under the Act of the 4th Geo. IV. c. 42, and the remainder 
defrayed by the Grand Juries of the counties of Cork and Kerry. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(signed) RICHARD GRIFFITH. 
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STATEMENT of Cash received by Richard Griffith, Civil Engineer, on 
Account of the Public Works, in the Southern District, between the 1st of 
January and the 31st of December 1828. 



Irish Office, London,! 
xo April 1829. j 
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GENERAL ABSTRACT of Payments made on the Several Roads in the 
Southern District, under the direction of Richard Griffith, Civil Engineer, 
between the 1st of January and the 31st of December 1828. 



£. s. d. 

£. s. d. 

CASH expended in completing New Road from Newmarket to) 



Abbeyfeale - - - " * * " "J 



Ditto from Abbeyfeale to Newcastle 

103 6 7 


Ditto from Abbeyfeale to Castle Island .... 

235 6 9 


Ditto Listowel Road - 

231 8 ” h 


Forage of Horses employed on the Roads - - - 

377 * 2 


Carpentry 

33 1 5 


Timber and Carriage ....... 

486 


Expenses incurred on sundry Road Surveys - 

57 16 4 


Carriage of ditto 

2 jQ 10 


Office Stationery and Postage ...... 

63 16 1 h 


Salary of Resident Engineer, including Clerks, Paymasters,) 



and Sundries ------ - -J 



, Total at Abbeyfeale - - - 


3,470 8 6 

Cash expended in completing New Road from Macroom to) 



Glen desk 



Ditto repairing Askeaton Road — - - ... 


65 17 -h 

General Sundries 


264 15 5 

Total - - - 

- £. 

4)003 10 11 J 


(signed) RICHARD GRIFFITH. 

(A true copy) C. W. Flint. 
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